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the many layers and multiplicity of Islam as practiced throughout its history, particularly over the past 
centuries in the contemporary world, are more than 
obvious. The complexity of Muslim historical-polit-
ical development, the challenges and understand-
ings of Islam as a living religion and the search for 
a system of governance make up the backbone and 
the basis of Esposito’s search for a model for orga-
nizing relations between Muslims and the West in his 
book The Future of Islam, published by Oxford Uni-
versity Press just over ten years ago.
 According to the author, the text The Future of Is-
lam was produced as an incentive and attempt to 
re-build relations between the West and the Muslim 
world, particularly in the light of the policy of “a new 
way forward” (p.6) of the then U.S. president Barack 
Obama, after his ‘historic speech’ in Cairo – as re-
ported by Western media. The book is concise, and 
its four basic chapters strive to answer several key 
questions: What is the future of Islam – reformation 
or revolution? Are Islam and modernity compatible? 
How widespread is Islamic fundamentalism and is it 
a threat to Muslim societies and the West? It also 
discusses the issue of the compatibility between Is-
lam and modern concepts such as democracy, rule 
of law, gender equality and human rights and, finally, 
the issue of Muslims’ civil loyalty to American and 
European states (p. 6).
 Esposito begins his book with the chapter “The 
Many Faces of Islam and Muslims”, where he at-
tempts to inform readers on the fundamental char-
acteristics of Islam and Muslims. He speaks of Mus-
lim cultural-historical diversity, Sunni-Shia relations, 
features of Islam in the West, and Islam-West rela-
tions, particularly after the terrorist attacks in the 
USA, England, Spain and Scotland, and demystifies 
Huntington’s thesis on the conflict of civilizations 
and irreconcilable differences. In his efforts, Esposi-
to advocates the thesis of the need to focus on the 
attitudes of the silent majority of Muslims and their 
views on a broad spectrum of contemporary topics 
and issues. He finds evidence for their views in Gal-
lup and Pew Center research.
 The search for identity is one of the crucial issues 
facing Muslims in the West. One could claim that it is 
one of the key rifts and challenges imposed on Mus-
lims in the West – a false dilemma which is reflected 
in the creation of the construct of being a “Muslim 
in the West” or a “Western Muslim”, i.e. in the issue 
of preserving identity in the processes of integration 
or assimilation, or the capability and possibility of 
political pluralism of the West (p. 23). The second is-
sue, perhaps a more important one in the context 
of Europe, is the implementation of anti-immigrant 
policy and the overemphasis on the collapse of the 
European cultural-religious framework and the con-
cept of European values in the media (p. 26), which 
largely contributed to the spreading of anti-Islamic 
and anti-Muslim sentiment, and to the emergence 
and unstoppable spread of Islamophobia in Europe. 
The author sees the solution or the direction/road 
that the West has to take in identifying the key is-
sues or answers to the question “What do Muslims 
really want?” and offers a starting point in the key 
findings of Gallup and the Pew Research Center on 
the views of most Muslims in the West. This basis 
implies improvement of economic conditions, em-
ployment possibilities, improvement of living stan-
dards, strengthening the rule of law and democratic 
principles, and elimination of social tensions (p. 55) 
– which actually suggests that Muslims (in the West) 
and their views on socio-economic organization do 
not differ much from those of their fellow citizens.
 The second chapter, “God in Politics” provides an 
insight into the historical context of religion in pol-
itics and society, and in the emergence of what is 
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now called “political Islam”. Striving to present the 
entire diversity of the political scene and thought in 
Muslim countries, Esposito identifies and describes 
the presence of both fully democratic and extreme 
political ideologies and the parties in them. The 
emergence of fundamentalist movements and inter-
pretations is nothing new; indeed, they are the re-
sponse, through some policies, to challenges faced 
by contemporary societies both in the East and in 
the West. In this context, Esposito describes the ex-
ample of US president Ronald Reagan, who resorted 
to reviving and retrieving the principles and values 
of the founders of the United States of America, i.e. 
to the restoration of its foundations with the aim of 
recovering the failed American foreign policy of the 
1970s (p. 60). Religious awakening is not, in its es-
sence, exclusively religious; rather, it is a response 
to economic, political and social decline and, ulti-
mately, to the loss of identity, as well as a basis for 
searching and responding through romanticized his-
tory and a return to the “ideal” times of the emer-
gence and establishment of states and civilizations, 
both in the West and among Muslims.
 The basic premise of the strengthening of funda-
mental movements in Muslim countries is reflect-
ed in their emergence as a response to US foreign 
policy towards these countries in the last century, 
a policy that focuses on the process of strengthen-
ing authoritarian regimes in Muslim countries. From 
the mid-1970s to the early 1990s, Muslim extremist 
groups mostly focused their activities within their 
own countries, while the mid-1990s saw the begin-
ning of “export” (p. 77) and their global activity, which 
would reach a climax in the attack of 11 September 
2001. The policy of conflict, which has been particu-
larly evident in the relations between the USA and 
the Muslim world after 11 September, does not offer 
(adequate) solutions for contemporary challenges; 
on the contrary, it deepens the gap between them. 
Overcoming this gap is reflected in the strengthen-
ing of reform processes among Muslims, both in reli-
gion and policy, aimed at marginalizing and contain-
ing the influence of religious extremist and terrorist 
groups and their leaders. In this respect, encour-
aging and publicly advocating coexistence by most 
Muslims and their religious leaders and intellectuals 
is a way out of the described decline.
 Islam has certainly become the dominant force of 
Muslim politics. Therefore, its basic task is to formu-
late and implement doctrinal and educational re-
forms which will more efficiently respond to the con-
temporary challenges of 21st century globalization 
and, in cooperation with other religious traditions, 
commit itself to an inclusive, rather than exclusive, 
understanding of theologies (p. 87).
 Esposito claims in the beginning of the third chap-
ter, “Islam Needs a Reformation”, that the key issue 
for the future of Islam and Muslims, as well as for 
the struggle against terrorism in the 21st century, is 
the issue of Islamic reform. For Esposito, questions 
as to whether Islam is capable of reform and wheth-
er there are Islamic reformers are meaningless and 
absurd (pp. 88-89). Indeed, the crucial issues are 
how much and what kind of reforms are needed and 
necessary. In this respect, the chapter presents the 
views and reasoning of thinkers such as Tariq Rama-
dan, Amr Khaled, Sheikh Ali Goma'a, Mustafa Cerić, 
Yusuf al-Qaradawi, Nurcholish Madjid, Timothy Win-
ter, Farhat Hashemi, Amina Wadud, Heba Raouf and 
Abdullah Gymnastiar. For Esposito, they make up the 
backbone of Muslim reformers at the present time. 
While the listed authors question and deal with the 
role of Islam in the contemporary world, their key 
task remains “linking, showing continuity, between 
the proposed changes and long-held Islamic be-
liefs and traditions” (p. 94). Potential strength as 
well as the desire for religious, political, and even 
social reform can be found among the (moderate) 
Muslim majority (pp. 139-140), while Muslims in the 
West are essentially a source and signpost to wide-
ly desired reforms. The practice of demonizing and 
discriminating against Muslims undermines the de-
velopment of the multi-religious social mosaic in the 
West (p. 141), while synergy in confronting extremist 
ideologies and movements is one of the basic tasks 
both of the West and of Muslims.
 In the fourth chapter, Esposito analyzes and con-
textualizes the relationship of US foreign policy to-
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ward the Muslim world, particularly in the light of 
increased Islamophobia and the role of the media. 
He sets out to search for the “missing link” between 
the USA and the Muslim world during George Bush’s 
term of office. In this respect, the author particularly 
emphasizes the role of interfaith dialogue and inter-
faith initiatives such as the “Amman Message” (pp. 
186-187) and “A Common Word” – which he believes 
to be a “new chapter in a long history” (p. 189). In 
the conclusion of the chapter, Esposito calls for re-
suming trust among participants, greater tolerance 
as well as a deeper analysis of what is actually advo-
cated by most Muslims, rather than by radical groups 
which have occupied the public space and opinion, 
and ends with President Obama’s words that “Amer-
ica and Islam are not exclusive and need not be in 
competition.” (p. 194).
 There are several key issues that the book The 
Future of Islam puts forward and considers as chal-
lenges in relations between Muslims and the West. 
Above all, it is the creation and establishment of 
the “missing link” by introducing the concept of the 
common Judeo-Christian-Islamic heritage in the 
public discourse, since the three religions have had 
a shared history (p. 198). Secondly, the fundamental 
problem for relations between the West and Muslims 
and for the development of long-term stability is not 
Islam but the authoritarian regimes and the lack 
of (political) pluralism within them. Contemporary 
Muslims stand at a major crossroads in their histo-
ry and therefore encouraging and focusing on the 
voices of modern Muslim reformers should be the 
primary focus of Western politics in order to work 
jointly on articulating a “progressive and construc-
tive Islamic framework” to deal with modernization 
and development, democratization and pluralism. 
The future of global civilization and our role is re-
flected in finding ways and solutions for working to-
gether to establish the rule of law, and freedom of 
religion, speech and assembly for overall economic 
and educational advancement.
 Reading The Future of Islam from a decade-long 
time distance entitles me to give a short review of 
its significance. All the dilemmas, challenges and 
problems related to the Muslim world that Esposito 
identified and presented in The Future of Islam are 
only too present even today. The hopes that Mus-
lims pinned on Barack Obama in the beginning of his 
eight year-long term of office were dashed and had 
almost disappeared by its end, and were particularly 
complicated during the term of office of his succes-
sor. The process of democratization and the revolu-
tionary attempt to depose authoritarian regimes in 
the Muslim world experienced a fiasco, which actu-
ally confirmed the basic thesis of The Future of Islam 
– that Muslims need reformation, rather than revo-
lution. Even today, ten years after The Future of Islam 
was produced, it seems to me that Muslims search 
for and need their “Martin Luther” even more than 
in the early 21st century. With respect to the West, 
a different approach and reasoning can hardly be 
expected, particularly due to the image of Muslims, 
which has to a large extent been constructed by the 
extremist Muslim minority and by the strengthening 
of the populist and rightist movements in the West, 
whose basic ideology focuses on Muslims and an-
ti-immigrant policy. The voices of most Muslims re-
main insufficiently loud in the Western world, which 
is searching for a new “other and different” – both 
in Europe and in the USA. I am afraid of the hopes 
pinned on the newly elected US president being 
dashed once again.
 Finally, Esposito’s favorable view of Bosnian Mus-
lims and the Islamic community in Bosnia and Her-
zegovina in the context of the regulation of relations 
between the state and religion, coexistence, toler-
ance and pluralism is what draws particular atten-
tion to this, unfortunately untranslated text.
